
 

 
 
 
Governor Phil Murphy 

  
Resuming Today 

● Youth Day camps 
● In-Person Summer Education 
● Expanded NJ Transit rail and light rail 
● Graduation Ceremonies 

  
Rate of transmission 

● Our rate of transmission exceeds 1.0 for the first time in 10 weeks. 
For every new case of covid19 we’re seeing, that case is leading to 
out least one other new case. 

● This means increasing rate of spread statewide and this is an early 
warning sign that we need to do more. 

● We’ve learned of several outbreaks across our state directly tied to 
travel to other covid19 hotspots nationwide. 

○ In Hoboken, 12 or 13 cases are directly tied to travel to known 
hotspots. 

○ North Jersey: Several new cases are tied to people who went 
to a wedding in Myrtle Beach 

● Visit covid19.nj.gov/travel for more information on the travel advisory. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

http://covid19.nj.gov/travel


The Numbers 
  
New cases: 216 
New statewide total: 173,611 
Rate of transmission 7/4: 1.03 
NJ spot positivity rate 7/2: 2.14% 
  
Hospitalized: 861 
Requiring intensive care: 187 
Require ventilators: 152 
  
New deaths: 20 
New statewide total deaths: 13,373 
Total additional probable deaths: 1,856 
  
 
 
 
Some individuals lost to COVID-19 honored today 

● We remember Timothy Lloyd Pernell, Sr., who worked his way up 
from the groundskeeping crew at Bell Labs to becoming a member of 
the technical staff. He authored or co-authored journal and 
conference publications, and his work supported more than 15 
patents. 

● We remember Araceli Danilewicz, who came to the U.S. in 1975 from 
the Philippines. She worked as a medical secretary for Passaic 
General Hospital, and then as a paraprofessional in the Passaic 
Public Schools. She loved gardening, playing bingo, and dancing. 

● We remember Wallace Roney III, a musical prodigy from the age of 
five. He made his name performing alongside some of the 
greatest-ever jazz musicians, and won three Grammies. In 2015, he 
was named a UN Goodwill Ambassador to Senegal. 

  
  
 
 
 

 



Department of Health Commissioner Judy Persichilli 
  
Quarantines 

● We are concerned about the rising number of cases in other states, 
and how it could impact our state. 

● In the Northern part of NJ, we had several cases linked to a June 
wedding in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 

● This is why it is important that individuals travelling from covid19 
hotspots take part in the 14-day quarantine. 

● You can call the local health department in your area for assistance if 
you can’t quarantine in your home. 

● Many places have already identified locations where individuals can 
stay during their quarantine period: 

○ Burlington County: contracted with two hotels for healthcare 
workers, first responders, and local residents. 

○ Camden County: Also has hotel rooms available, and has 
partnered with a local community-based organization 

○ City of Newark: Health Department has contracted with a hotel 
to offer individuals who lack stable housing a place to stay. 

○ East Orange: Bed space has been set aside at the alternate 
care site. 

○ All health departments: equipped with resources for housing 
assistance. 

● The Department of Health has hired a medical quarantine director to 
assist with placing individuals who need a higher level of quarantine 
care. 

● Quarantining is essential to help reduce the spread of covid19. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome  
● We now have 51 cases. No new cases since last report. 

○ 9 are currently hospitalized. 
○ The ages are between 1 – 18.  
○ All have either tested positive for covid19 or had positive 

antibody tests.  
○ There have been no deaths.  

● Demographic Breakdown 
○ White 16% 
○ Black 34% 
○ Hispanic 39% 
○ Asian 7% 
○ Other 5% 

  
Hospital and Resource usage. 

● 81% of critical care patients on are ventilators. 
● Our spot positivity rate in testing is for July 2nd is 2.14%. North was 

1.77%, Central was 1.66% and the South 5.38%.  
  

Long Term Care Facilities  
● At the state’s veterans’ homes 388 residents have tested positive and 

146 residents have died. 2 new cases and no new deaths. 
● Psychiatric hospitals have had 211 patients testing positive and there 

have been 13 deaths. No new cases or deaths. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Colonel Pat Callahan 
  
EO Compliance 

● A gym owner in Linden was cited once again. 
● Burlington restaurant had congregating indoors. 
● Paterson restaurant had several patrons inside. 

  
July 4th weekend 

● In Atlantic city there was a protest in an attempt to shut down the 
Atlantic City expressway. The protest was predominately peaceful, 6 
were arrested. 

● We had a reported death from a gentleman in Jersey City struck in 
the neck by a firework. There were 6 serious injuries from fireworks 
and 3 minor injuries throughout the state. 

● There were 6 fatal motor vehicle crashes between Friday and 
Sunday. The state police alone made 74 DWI arrests. 

● There were 9 shooting incidents with a total of 9 victims, 3 of which 
succumbed to their injuries. 

  
Questions from the media 

  
Last month you said you had nearly all long-term care facilities had fulfilled the 
requirement that they test staff and residents, has that reached 100%? Is that 
reflected in the dashboard? Will there be regular testing required? 

Persichilli: We have 100% baseline testing, and many are into retesting. 
The recommendation is to retest negatives and retest staff ever week. 
  
 

Are you going to require people in NJ to wear face masks outside? 
Murphy: We were one of the first states in America to mandate masking 
indoors and I’m glad we did. We’re constantly assessing and reassessing 
the variety of advisories we have out there. We are looking at outside 
masking as we speak. I don’t have any news today, but we are looking into 
it. 
  
 
 



Did you know about or support your chief counsel’s directive to the health 
commissioner to fire her inner circle in an effort to find leaks? 

Murphy: I have nothing to add on who is working and who is not working 
other than I don’t know where we’d be if we didn’t have Judy as Health 
Commissioner. 
  

What would it take to require masks outdoors? 
Murphy: There is the obvious challenge that we’ve spoken to which is you 
want to put something in place that you feel you would have a high ability to 
enforce. Bear with us on masking. 
  

There are thousands of migrant workers from southern states picking blueberries 
in south jersey now, they are not following the quarantine order, and their 
employers won’t allow healthcare officials onto farms to test them, shouldn’t 
testing be mandatory? 

Murphy: We have tested about 3,900 migrant workers and we are working 
with the farmers to try to encourage testing in all of the sites. What we don’t 
have is the exact number of migrant workers who are in New Jersey right 
now. We are working with the department of agriculture. 
  

Should a voter who is sick awaiting covid19 test results, or is following your 
quarantine order, and who has not received a mail-in ballot go to the polls 
tomorrow? 

Murphy: If you’re sick and you’re awaiting a test, as much as I want you to 
vote, I’m not wild about you going out to a public place. I think what you 
should do is contact your county clerk and get their advice as to what you 
should do. Remember tomorrow is election day and your mail-in ballot 
should be postmarked by tomorrow to be counted. 
  

What is your level of concern bout the non-cooperation about growers and their 
hesitance to have migrant workers tested on their farms? Do you support the 
recently proposed bill that would mandate such testing? 

Murphy: It’s something that we have categorized from the get-go as a 
vulnerable community. If you’re in a vulnerable community, our objective has 
been to test the entirety of that community. 
  

 
 



The rate of transmission has been steadily increasing since the start of phase 2, 
do you attribute that rise to the reopening of phase 2? 

Murphy: I don’t know that we know but it is likely a combination of travelling 
from hot spots and from different things opening up again. 
  

The rate of transmission is up but the hospitalizations continue to drop, is there 
anything to make of that? 

Murphy: We’re happy hospitalizations are going down but remember also 
that if you’re a newly hospitalized person you likely got the virus a couple of 
weeks ago. 
 
Dr.Tan: We don’t go crazy on the day to day numbers. We also recognize 
that even though the hospitalizations look okay right now, that’s a lagging 
indicator. We need to continue to monitor. It doesn’t change our 
responsibility to do the same public health management efforts like social 
distancing, masking up, and washing our hands. 
  

What are you going to be looking at as far as the primary is concerned? What do 
you need to see to make your decision about voting in November? 

Murphy: I think because it’s a hybrid system, first part of my answer is that 
we won’t know a whole lot tomorrow. We will need some time to give this the 
post-mortem is needs. We will be looking at turnout. We will be looking at if 
there were any obvious breakdowns in the system. I would say we’ll be 
watching very closely for any shenanigans like voter suppression or those 
trying to game the system. But it will take some time to get a full accounting 
for how this works. We want as many people as possible having the ability to 
vote. 
  

Today we saw pictures of people not wearing masks while using NJ Transit, how 
is that enforced? 

Murphy: I have not seen the pictures on NJ Transit, but that does not make 
me happy. There is some amount of discretion given to the operators and 
there are carve outs for those whose health doesn’t allow it. But we want 
people to be masked up inside, and that includes NJ Transit. 
  

Antonia Spano 
Director of Legislative Affairs 
Hoboken Strategy Group 
 


